LAW AND  POLICE

By J. L. PARKER

Fellow of Worcester College, Oxford

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

The references to text-books, cases, and statutes, &c., in this chapter are not, of
course, intended to be in any way exhaustive, but are included either by way of
example, or because, in the case of modern text-books especially, they will provide
lay readers with more complete accounts which do not require technical legal
training to understand.

TN order to understand the law and police of this country and
A its development during the last four centuries something must
be known of the courts by which the law was administered. It
is not possible here to go into much detail on this point; for the
organization of the courts was a matter of great and growing
complexity as regards the central courts whose successors, the
Supreme Court of Justice3 the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, and the House of Lords, still dominate our legal system,
whilst the history of the local courts is a tale of varying and
divergent development and, in general, decline during the first
three centuries of our period, followed by a period of great
reorganization and reform in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries.1 What those courts were, and the broad principles
of their relationship, however, must be known, or we shall
understand little of the law they administered.

It is therefore proposed to give a short account of the chief
courts of England from the sixteenth century to the present day.
In doing so we shall at times have to make mention of broad
constitutional problems, for jurisdiction, administrative dis-
cretion, and judicial control have always, for lawyers, been the
great constitutional issues, and, at the same time, legal and police
development has been marked by a constant struggle between
the lawyer, desirous of strict rules $nd complete freedom within
those rules, and the administrator, desiring greater freedom of
action in the interests of efficiency, and his views of justice in

1 For details see generally Holdsworth's History of English Leap, especially vol. i,
and the Webbs's Local Government. See also Captain W. L. Melville Lee's History
ofPolice.